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Editorial
Rep. Gary Ackerman steps aside and lets the people choose

An open primary, not boss-rule, will pick his successor

Saturday, March 17, 2012, 4:00 AM

Rep. Gary Ackerman stunned New York political circles by announcing he will not seek reelection after 15 terms representing Queens and Long Island. He was the odd man out under redistricting and thought better of making the fight.

A staunch defender of Israel, Ackerman went out classily.

By bowing out before petitioning starts Tuesday, Ackerman allows all comers to seek the seat in an open primary.

That’s the way it should be done but often isn’t in Queens.

Usually, the Democratic machine, headed by Rep. Joe Crowley, has an incumbent step aside after it’s too late for a primary. Under that circumstance, the boss picks who gets to go to Congress.

That, by the way, is how Crowley got his seat in the House.

Ackerman’s timing gives the power to the people, not the boss. Thanks, Gary.
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